Avanell Sherrill Mitchell
June 25, 1924 - May 24, 2015

Avanell Sherrill Mitchell, 90, died, Sunday, May 24, 2015 at Wheatridge Park Care Center
in Liberal, KS. She was born June 25, 1924 on a farm at Boyd, Oklahoma in Beaver
County, the daughter of Henry and Oma (Myers) Law. Her first eight years of school were
in a one room school house, then 3 years at Bethany High School, graduating from Turpin
High School in Turpin, OK in 1941. She worked for over 50 years at the Southwest Daily
Times, starting as a bookkeeper in February of 1943 during World War II and retiring
November 1994 as assistant to the publisher. She had been an active member the First
Christian Church since 1949, was member of the Aurora Club and the Southwest Medical
Center Auxiliary and had worked 1800 hours at the Snack Bar and Gift Shop. On
December 24, 1941 in Liberal, KS, she married Demi Sherrill and he died February 3,
1986. She then married longtime friend Claude L. Mitchell of Midland, Texas on June 3,
1997 in Liberal, KS. He died November 19, 2001. She is survived by 1 Sister Barbara Ann
Wellman of Liberal, KS 1 Niece Kelley King of Liberal, KS And many Great Nieces and
Great Nephews. She is preceded in death by her parents, an infant brother and sister, and
a sister Avis Sherrill, 2 brothers-in-law, two nephews and one niece. Funeral service will
be held at 2:00 pm Saturday at the First Christian Church with Pastor Terry Ford presiding.
Burial will be held at 4:30 pm Saturday at Pleasant Hill Cemetery in Balko, Oklahoma.
Visitation time will be 9am to 8pm Friday with the family present to greet friends from 6:30
to 7:30 pm at Brenneman Funeral Home. Memorial contributions may be sent to the First
Christian Church in care if Brenneman Funeral Home 1212 W. 2nd Liberal, KS 67901

Comments

“

Our condolences to all those friends and kin who mourn the passing of Avanell
Sherrill Mitchell. Known to us as Aunt Avanell, we first made her acquaintance when
she married our Uncle Demi Sherrill. Later she was a colleague at the Southwest
Daily Times. A fixture in our familial universe for 75 years, she will be sorely missed.
Jim, Jo and Richard Mitchell, Albuquerque and the Barry Mitchells, Oklahoma City.

Jim, Jo and Richard Mitchell of Albuquerque, New Mexico - May 27, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

I had the great pleasure to work with Avanell at the Southwest Daily Times for five
years starting in 1989. The newspaper was in a very bad state when I arrived as the
new publisher. After my first few weeks there I told the owners if I had to pick one
other person to help me get a paper out, it would be Avanell. We persuaded her to
move from the position of Business Manager to become Assistant to the Publisher
and in the course of working closely for all that time I came to admire her experience,
work ethic, intellect and sense of humor.She cared deeply about the newspaper and
the community and she showed it in many ways. She and I sometimes talked of what
she might have accomplished had she been born in a different time. In today’s world
she could have succeed at any number of careers including those at the highest
level. It was the great fortune of a 34-year-old publisher, the Southwest Daily Times
and Liberal that she chose to stay in her hometown.We corresponded after her last
birthday, her firm script unchanged by the years. She wrote of three years perfect
attendance at church and 1,800 hours of volunteer service at the hospital -- neither
of which was a surprise.Nicki and I send our condolences to the great extended
family of people who knew and loved Avanell. You’re in our thoughts and prayers.Jim
Elsberry

Jim and Nicki Elsberry of Edmonds, WA - May 27, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Oh, my gosh, I could write a book about Avanell. I had the privilege of knowing her
since 1970! She was one of the kindest, most wonderful people I will ever be blessed
with knowing. I will miss her so much. I didn't see her often but when I did it was
always a joy.

Debra Huddleston of Liberal - May 26, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Ronnie Cates of Liberal, KS - May 26, 2015 at 12:00 AM

